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LGBT youth use linguistic practices to construct their sexual and gender identities (Munson 
& Babel, 2007). In this poster, we discuss whether young LGBT speakers of Frisian do this 
as well. 
 
There are reasons to assume that sexual and gender identity expression is not prevalent in 
Frisian. Frisian functions predominantly as a home language. The dominant language of 
socialisation in schools is Dutch, especially in urban areas, and it is likely that identity 
expression occurs mostly in that language — and perhaps in English (cf. Vriesendorp & 
Rutten, 2017). Secondly, Frisian is associated with rurality and with conservative values and 
ideals of gender roles that may not square with an LGBT identity. 
 
In this poster, we present pilot results from a project researching the language of Frisian 
LGBT youth. The results are based on sociolinguistic interviews with Frisian speaking youth 
aged 16–22 of various genders and sexualities.  
 
We focus on two variables: 
 
(s) — Fronted /s/ has been shown cross-linguistically to vary by gender and to be used by gay 
men to mark identity (Mack & Munson, 2012; Pharao et al., 2014; Bekker & Levon, 2017; 
Munson et al., 2017). Because of this strong cross-linguistic pattern, this feature may also be 
used by Frisian LGBT youth to express their identity. 
 
(sk) — The pronunciation of final ​-sk​ clusters in Frisian is undergoing change from /sk/ to /s/. 
As change is typically led by women and gay men, this is a salient feature available for 
identity expression. However, as (sk) also varies by literacy level (Hilton et al., 2012), and 
given the frequent association of gay men with proper, precise speech (Eckert, 2008), LGBT 
youth may also lag rather than lead in this particular change. 
 
We hope that this work inspires more research into language variation and LGBT identity in 
minority or peripheral language communities. 
 
Eckert, P. (2008). Variation and the indexical field. ​Journal of Sociolinguistics​ 12. 453–476. 
Bekker, I. & Levon, E. (2017). The embedded indexical value of /s/-fronting in Afrikaans and South African 

English. ​Linguistics​ 55. 1109–1139. 



Hilton, N.H et al. (2012). The effect of writing skills on phonetic variation: The case of word-final /sk/ in 
Frisian. Paper presented at ​Dei fan de Fryske taalkunde​, Fryske Akademy, Leeuwarden, 14 December 2012. 

Mack, S. & Munson, B. (2012). The influence of /s/ quality on ratings of men’s sexual orientation. ​Journal of 
Phonetics​ 40. 198–212. 

Munson, B. & Babel, M. (2007). Loose lips and silver tongues, or, projecting sexual orientation through speech. 
Language and Linguistics Compass​ 1. 416–449. 

Munson, B. et al. (2017). Implicit and explicit gender priming in English lingual sibilant fricative perception. 
Linguistics​ 55. 1073–1107. 

Pharao, N. et al. (2014). Indexical meanings of [s+] among Copenhagen youth. ​Language in Society​ 43. 1–31. 
Vriesendorp, H. & Rutten, G. (2017). ‘Omg zo fashionably english.’ ​Taal en Tongval​ 69. 47–70. 
 


